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| hope that some of you
have been able to get out and
ride during the last month. Even
though the weather has at times
been less than agreeable, this is
still the best time of the year in
the Gulf Coast for riding your
favorite two wheeler.

This leads me into a
guestion coupled with a comment
that | often wonder about. Why
do you belong to a club, any club
for that matter? It could be a
specific interest club or a general
interest club. Besides specific
interest clubs like the BMW Club
of Houston, | belong to four other

national motorcycle
organizations, the AMA,
BMWMOA, BMWRA and

MGNOC. Periodically | will surf
the IBMWR site, the Iron Butt
site, hit Jason Pridmore’s site to
check his schedule for upcoming
school dates, or maybe even visit
the Cycle Trader to see what, if
anything of interest is available.
The BMW Club of Houston
only exists due to the interest of
riders who enjoy the BMW
marque. As the club has grown
over the years, the participation
seems to have stayed the same.
| generally see the same few
souls volunteering for the same
jobs at the same events, year
after year. This year at the 32™
Reunion, the absence of Les
Rhodes and Maurice McNeely
was glaring. Glaring in the

respect that for the first time in
memory the club did not have
hot coffee and cold tea available
at all times. Whose fault was it?
It was the club’s fault for
continuing to take advantage of
these two men for so long that
they just burned out on doing
the job.

The club will always have
the few that step forward, but
what about the rest of you? We
need more of you to participate
in the club. Whether it is to
assist at the Reunion, plan a
ride, or volunteer to run for a
position as an officer. Why do
you belong to the club? To
come to Hickory Hollow and eat,
then kick tires? Come on. It
can't be just to go on a Sunday
morning ride from Denny’s, can
it?

When a member of the
club puts on a ride, come out
and support that person. | was
looking through some old
photographs last week and saw
one from Hi Bice’s Annual
Timed Run that was about 5
years old. There were easily 20
of us on that ride. It was a great
time and continues to be each
and every year. But you won't
know how much fun it is if you
don’t come out and ride.

The overnight ride to the
Texas State Railroad between
Palestine and Rusk is set for
Continued on page 3




"Lodging In The Heart Of The Hill Country”
&

"The Best Riding In Texas"”

# 6 Rooms & 15 Cabins with BBQ Pits & Cable

. Kitchenettes, connecting cabins, pet friendly
cabins, RV hook-ups, & camping available

#  Covered pavillion, heated pool, & campfire

One Free Dinner At Area Restaurant

For Houston BMW Club Member Guest of the Inn
Offered December 1, 2002 until February 28, 2003

Valid With This Coupon Only
One Coupon Per Room

Rates from $50.00
Ask us about family reunions, weddings,
club outings & rallies
Major credit cards & checks welcome

US Hwy 83 & 7th Street
P. O. Box - Leakey, Texas 78873
830-232-5246
www.mtnlaurelinn.com
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10% off parts and accessories to Club Members

WILD WEST BMW

22515 KATY FREEWAY KATY 77450
TAKE GRAND PARKWAY EXIT OFF I-10

The Ultimate Riding Machine

SALES, PARTS, ACCESSORIES
281-392-8850
SERVICE: 281-392-8940
FAX: 281-392-6162

Wild West BMW is committed to
becoming the finest BMW dealer
in the Houston area.

Give us a chance and experience
the Wild West Difference
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The regular meeting held on December 12, 2002 was called to
order by Carl Chapman at 8:00 PM. Our president, Neil Reno,
presided over the meeting and called for a motion to accept
the minutes of the October meeting as printed in the
newsletter. The motion was seconded and passed by
acclamation. Treasurer, Robert Stallones, gave a treasurer’s
report which can be found in this newsletter. Jeff Washburn,
Blaine Balch, Kevin McCoy and Don Mitchell were recognized
for manning the BMW booth at the recent Open House held by
Wild West Honda. Reminders were presented regarding the
upcoming events - The annual New Year’s brunch at the Hotel
Galvez and the weekend gathering at Buescher State Park —
MEN"S TURN TO COOK! And a weekend trip to the Texas
State Railroad in Palestine. Floyd Crow briefly discussed the
Mountain Laurel weekend which will be held May 16-17.
President Neil Reno called upon Jeff Washburn for an update
on our next Reunion. Jeff took the opportunity to point out the
need for committee chairpersons. And he also mentioned
openings still available for the Experienced Rider Course on
January 25. Neil called upon David Boyles and Robert
Stallones to put together a GS ride. We voted in and welcomed
new members Rebecca Knisel and David Stormer. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully,

Bill Corrow, Secretary
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—— BMW Club of Houston, Ltd.
Treasurer’s Report as of November 30 2002

Balance as of October 30, 2002 3,157.87
Receipts:

Membership Dues 107.00

Receipts Total 107.00

Expenses:

Newsletter postage (74.00)

Internet Service (20.51)

BMWMOA Renewal (15.00)

T-Shirt Refund (40.00)

Expenses Total (149.51)

Balance as of October 30, 2002 6,302.00




continued from page 1
March 15-16. | have the
Saturday
route planned but have not
pre-ridden it to establish the
departure and arrival times.
The ride will probably start in
north Houston and travel
through the Sam Houston and
Davey  Crockett  National
Forests. After | pre-ride the
route, it will be published in the
newsletter.

Representation of our
sport through clubs to the

general public and the
legislative body is a very
difficult process that is a
continual balancing act of
needs and desires. There are
SO many issues confronting
riders, that without a national
level organization like the AMA
to represent us, we could
easily find many of the rights
we take for granted being
infringed upon. The AMA, in
my opinion, is the only
organization that looks out for
the interests of riders on the

international
levels. This is the basic
reason | belong to the AMA.
They protect your right to
ride.

national and

Think about the clubs
you belong to and what you
can do to help out.

Remember to ride safe
and stay focused. If you
choose to ride fast, do so
only if you can and when and
where you can.

Neil “Keeno” Reno

In a crash situation no one
who you can save will die in
the minute it takes
to survey the crash scene (for
things like downed power
lines, leaking petrol and other
problems), and in quickly
forming a plan of attack to deal
with the crisis. In a riding crisis,
you should not react instantly
unless your reactions are
thoroughly pre-planned. For
example, what would you do
when you are riding in the right
hand wheeltrack and an
oncoming car swerves onto
your side of the road and starts
heading towards you?
How many of you answered
that you would immediately
brake and move to the

left of your lane? The correct
answer is to react at the last
safe minute. Certainly you
should brake and move
towards the center of the lane
as soon as you see the
problem rise, but wait and
watch the oncoming car for
clues to its future movements
before you react dramatically.
And don® forget that if you
brake to a stop, you@e a sitting
target! Remember, look first,
then act. When you do act, act
aggressively. Too often,
people who are in a crisis
situation do not react
vigorously enough. This is
often the result of not having
practiced emergency riding
techniques. You may have
pre-planned your counter-

()

steering response to a large
rock in the middle of the road,
but can you counter-steer
aggressively enough to get
around it? You may know the
situations where your only
defense is to brake very hard
but can you brake
aggressively? When did you
last practice really aggressive

counter-steering and
braking? Incidentally, acting
aggressively 5 no

contradiction of the "look first,
then act" idea. Confronting a
riding crisis is like turning
through a gap in oncoming
traffic. Once you®e decided
the opportunity has come to
act, do what you have to do
without hesitation! Use every
Continued on page 4
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bit of help you can get. A
police officer is trained to call
for back-up as soon as he sets
off in
pursuit of an offender. The real
professional uses every bit of
help he can get. Ex-World
Champion motorcycle racer
Kenny Roberts readily admits
that, today, many of the
motorcycle racers out on the
track are better riders than he
was. The reason is simple -
he® trained them to be as
good as he was and they®@e

gone on from there building up
their skills. The rider who rides

well and often, and who
survives  with  the least
scratches is the guy who uses
every bit of help he can get to
improve his riding skills. As

motorcycle technology
improves by leaps and
bounds, as traffic density

increases layer by layer, and
as roading hazards get more
deadly by the day, the average
rider needs every bit of help he
or she can get to get painless
fun from his or her machine.

10% Discount

On BMW
Parts & Accessories
To all BMW
Club of Houston
Members

Gulf Coast
BMW

Motorcycles

Houston's Exclusive
European Dealership
Since 1983

GULF COAST BMW

1210 College Ave.
So. Houston, TX 77567
Phone 713-944-7951 Fax 713-946-4829
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Read books, talk to mates,
attend riding courses and
read media crash reports for
clues on survival techniques.
Don® get locked on one
detail. The most common
open road fatal crash in New
Zealand is where the rider
fails to make a corner and
crashes into a piece of road
side furniture, wusually a
lamppost or a large fence
post. The reason is simple.
The rider® attention and eyes
focus in fear on the post and
the bike goes where the
rider looks - into the post!
Where you are at risk of
crashing into a car, don®look
at the car - look for a gap.
Get the big picture. Don®
focus too tightly. No matter
how bad things get, be
truthful.  If you crash and
blame everyone else but
yourself for the crash,
you® never learn anything
from the crash and the next
one may be your last. Other
drivers may invite you to a
crash, but you have to accept
the invitation. So, if you
crash, sit down and think it
through and see what YOU
did wrong. (The NZMSC is
presently developing a post
crash self-analysis system for
this purpose. We® keep you
posted.)

Let the crisis go. Too many
continued on page 5




continued from page 4

riders never go through the
self-analysis  process  we
mention above and they ride in
fear of the same thing
happening again. Riding
nervous is completely different
from riding warily. Riding warily
is watchful but relaxed and
smooth. Nervous riding is
uncertain, tense, and
unsmooth and actually places
the rider at more risk of
crashing again. If you can®
relax on your bike after a crash
you either haven® exorcised

"Reprinted with permission
from American Motorcyclist
magazine, January, 2003,
compiled by Lance Oliver,
Associate Editor."

| ride a Ducati Monster with
lots of carbon-fiber
accessories. Since | ride the
bike all the time, there have
been days when it has gotten
wet and has sat out in the sun
for extended periods of time.
Due to this, some of the
carbon-fiber  pieces  have
faded. Is there any way to
restore the original look of the

carbon-fiber parts on my bike?
Bob Martin
Essex Junction, VT

the "at fault" demons or you
need to give up riding.
Sometime in their
riding life everyone has a
riding crisis or two. How they
handle that crisis decides
whether that crisis will turn out
to be an unmitigated disaster -
or a learning opportunity and
the greatest triumph of their
life. This email was cleaned
by emailStripper, available for

free from
http://www.papercut.biz/emailS
tripper.htm

This  material may  be

You have a couple of
strikes against you, Bob.

First, carbon fiber does
not stand up very well to the
effects of ultraviolet light and
other environmental assaults.
Second, since few bikes have
large amounts of carbon fiber,
we couldn’t find anyone who
mass-produces a  product
specifically for restoring the
appearance of faded carbon
fiber.

But that doesn't mean
we’re giving up on your
problem, Bob. We sought
advice from the technical staff
at Brookside Import
Specialties, the company that

()

not-for-

published
profit newsletters so long as

in your

you indicate that it is
copyrighted by The Master
Strategy Group and is being
used with permission. By
Allan R. Kirk New Zealand
Motorcycle Safety
Consultants

Thanks “Flato”

From S. Colette Chapman
Newsletter Editor

imports the S100 line of
motorcycle cleaning and
polishing products into the
United States.

Without seeing the
pieces in question, the tech
guys couldn’t say if they
could be brought back to
original condition.

But they suggest
experimenting with a few
polishing  products, even
though theyre not made
specifically for carbon fiber.

If you want to start
with the small artillery, use
something like S100 Shine-
enhancing Cleanser, which
continued on page 6



continued from page 5
contains a very mild polishing
ingredient. If that doesn’t work,

step up to S100 Finish
Restorer. Another option is
S100 Engine Brightener, which
might help at least a little.

Products that perform
similar functions are available
from a wide range of
companies, but the Brookside
tech staff said that none of its
products should do any
damage to your carbon fiber.
To be safe, though, always
test them first on

inconspicuous spot.
Preventive measures are the
best approach to protecting
carbon fiber, though it may be
too late for you, unfortunately.

Since you can't always
park indoors, consider carrying
a lightweight cover you can
throw over the bike. It doesn'’t
have to be anything bulky—
you just need to shade the
carbon fiber from harmful
sunlight.

A good coat of wax also
helps protect the material from
sunlight, but the S100 experts

advise against letting a wax
that contains an aggressive
solvent sit on the carbon fiber
any longer than necessary.

"For more information about
the AMA, call (800) AMA-
JOIN."
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| have wanted to take the
club out to The Pine Tree Lodge for
sometime. | thought it might be a
good time Sunday, the weather
forecast was good for riding so |
brought it up at the meeting
Thursday night. Neil said | should
have brought this up a little sooner
but | wanted to try out using the e-
mail system to notify everyone. |
asked Jeff if he would send the
information Friday. He said he would
and did. It worked fine, about half of
those who went with us got the news
from the e-mail. Just one more
reason to pay attention to information
from the club e-mail, you might miss
something if you don't.
So O.K. I'm all set. Now it's time to
figure out how to get from The Hot
Biscuit in Cleveland to The Pine Tree
Lodge in La Belle on Pine Island
Bayou.

The routes are planned, the
maps laid out and the copies made.
This is really going to be neat! | am

a little unfamiliar with the area
around Lake Livingston at Camilla
but what the heck, | can fake it if |
have too. The riders meet was held
and rules were laid out, and away we
go.

We stop at Coldspring for
fuel and | ask a few it the pace is
about right. It was a 50/50 response.
Yes about right, no too slow. The no
too slows won. Leaving Coldspring |
picked it up the pace a bit and soon
there were two groups. In my delight
of going faster | made a wrong turn. |
swear the north south/signs were
switched. So O.K. now we are not
following the map that | so
meticulously made up. But that's
O.K. because | knew Bill Ballard
would bring the others to the Pine
Tree. Besides, there a couple of
roads | love to run that were not on
the original route. Although it was a
little longer the way we went |
thought we could make up some
time running down 943. It is fairly
straight and not much traffic. We
stopped at the Dairy Queen in Sour

Lake for a break and gas. Manuel
Salinas wanted to know why we
cruised at 70/80 in the straights but
accelerated to 90/100 in the
curves. | thought that's what you
were supposed to do, at least that's
what Neil said. That's the fun of it
all.

We got to The Pine Tree
Lodge and lo and behold the slow
group beat us there! | took a lot of
grief from all, but that's O.K. As
long as everyone had a good ride
and fun that's all that counts. The
Catfish was excellent and the
camaraderie lively as always. We
had a very good group.

| hope we can entice more
of the members to participate with
the Sunday rides. | talked to Jeff
about doing one on the 5" of
January out to Brenham. Stay
tuned for addional information.

| want to thank all who
came along Sunday. It was like the
good ole days. We used to do this
sort of ride every month.
It's fun come enjoy. Floyd Crow




BUSINESS MEETING

2ND

Thursday — 8 pm
Hickory Hollow
101 Heights Blvd.

2 Blocks South of I-10

SOCIAL GATHERING

Every Thursday about 7 pm
Hickory Hollow

BREAKFAST WITH THE
BEEMERS

Every Sunday 8 am
Denny’s — FM 1960 @ Highway 290

ANNUAL ADVERTISING RATED
FOR DISPLAY ADS

Business Card: $100.00
Y4 Page: $200.00
Y5 Page: $300.00
Full Page: $500.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

IS FREE
To Houston BMW Club Members
Non-Members may advertise BMW items
only
Ads run for 3 months
Submit ads to Colette via email:
Sccl@evl.net

! $1 3
: January
2 Announcements 1 New Year's Day Brunch — Galvez
Hotel
9 Business Meeting — Hickory Hollow

Special Thanks to Mike
and Kim Haven for their
hospitality for again
hosting the Holiday
Party!

Our Sympathy goes out to Neil
Reno on the loss of his mother.

Manuel Salinas is transferring to
Barttlesville, OK. Will miss you
and your great smile, willing
attitude and spirit of
volunteerism!

18-19 Buescher State Park Weekend

February
13 Business Meeting — Hickory Hollow

March
8 Daytona
13 Business Meeting — Hickory Hollow
15-16 Neil Reno’s Palestine/Rusk Train Ride

April
10 Business Meeting — Hickory Hollow
25-27 Texas National

May
8 Business Meeting — Hickory Hollow
16-17 Ride The Three’s with Floyd Crow




For Sale: New Touratech XENON Aux. Light
for R1150GS (Note Adventure)

(Info in www.tourtech-usa.com/shop
BMW_R11GS.lasso?Top
Cat=R11&SubCat=Light)

Mounts on right side of wind screen and
produces 3200 lumens. This thing turns night
into day! $350.00

Marc Walsch, home 713-592-6760 wk 713-
658-1211 (10/02)

Wanted: Nice 1993 R100RS, last year

For Sale: BMW bags for 77 BMW R100RS.
Kinda rough, but I've been using them for 4
years. They look food when they are
siliconed up.

Harley Blake 512-929-0757
Bemerman@grandecom.net

For Sale: 1997 F650, black, wifes bike, 2500
miles, totally stock, dealer serviced, driving
lights, accessory plug, caseguards, wrist rest,
rka tankbag system with panniers, mint
condition, always garaged. $4800.

made, the blue one, for myself
Kevin Graulty 936-293-1832
Squids3061@aol.com

David Boyles 713-467-9333 or 713-961-5522

Experience
Ruder
Gourse)

January 25, 2003

Our Club has arranged a private MSF
Experience Rider Course for the BMW Club
of Houston. The cost is $75 for the day
and includes lecture, materials, and a
range time. If you have not taken this
course, it is agood brush up and may even
save you a few bucks on your insurance.
If you are interested in taking this, please
contact:

Jeff Washburn at
jeff@washburnl.com
or 832.372.6791

I will also have application forms and will
collect checks at the December 12th
meeting. Seating is limited, so act soon.
Jeff

I OO )

Wednesday
January 1, 2003

Informal Gathering
Brunch -10:30

Mike White, former President of
the BMW Club of Houston Ltd.
started the tradition of an informal
gathering for brunch at the
historic Hotel Galvez back in the
mid 1990’s.

January 18-19, 2003
Don’t Miss
Our Annual Weekend at
Buescher State Park
Men’s Turn to Cook!!!!

Our club has been has traveled to this
beautiful park for close to 30 years to stay
the night in the Recreational Hall playing
cards, dominos and trivial pursuit, swapping
lies, kicking tires and eating with Morris
burning up as much firewood as he can.
You can put your sleeping bag on the floor
of the Rec Hall in front of the huge stone
fireplace or camp outside under the stars or
hotel it in Smithville or Bastrop. Attendees
will pay a $1.00 entrance fee to park. The
men will cook the Saturday evening meal.
We will pass a hat to collect for the meal
expenses.

Buescher State Park, a scenic area, is
1016.7 acres just north of Smithville in
Bastrop County.




ch 15-16, 2003}

Join Neil Reno

The ride will leave Houston on Saturday Mid-Morning from
the 1960/Stuebner Airline area and reach Palestine by 5:00 pm. .
The bike ride to Palestine will go through the Sam Houston
and Davey Crockett National Forests.
We will overnight in Palestine. .
The Texas State Railroad operates two steam locomotives

along the line between Palestine and Rusk.
The train ride starts at 11:00 am. Lunch will be at Rusk for an .
hour and the train returns to Palestine at 3:00 pm.
From there it will take between 3-4 hours to return to Houston
Neil will find a suitable motel/hotel and arrange .
for a block of rooms, and hopefully a discount.

The cost of the round trip ticket for the train ride is $15.00
Contact Neil Reno at nreno@flash.net for reservation info. .
For more info see www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/railroad/history.htm

May 16-18 2003 ‘5‘ 5
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World Famous BBQ Saturday Night
Camping Available
Don't Miss This Years Best Club Outing
Check Out the Mountain Laurel Inn Web Site

Hosted by Floyd and Dessie Crow
Call Floyd 409-866-2920 for additional info

s\“‘ “\ \\\% MOUNTAIN %

Make Your Reservations Now
E-mail mtnlaurelinn@hotmail.com

%,.%9@ 6 Rooms & 15 Cabins with BBQ Pits & Cable

AN T R ook tne, B oammeg avaianie Y
US Hwy 83 & 7th Street
P. O. Box - Leakey, Texas 78873
830-232-5246
www.mtnlaurelinn.com




We're on the Web!

See us at:

www.bmwclub.org

©

P. O. Box 7542
Houston, TX 77270
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The BMW Club of Houston, Ltd. has existed since 1966 for the
purpose of connecting the BMW Motorcycle community in the
Greater Houston area. Our membership strives to assist those new
to the community as well as those new to the marque. Our
membership can assist you with motorcycling advice for those things
mechanical, for old and new bikes, as well as for all of those diverse

riding styles to fit the many models BMW offers the enthusiast.




